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Eastern Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce celebrates it’s 75" anniversary.

Eastern Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce (EMCCC) celebrates it’s 75t anniversary of serving the
community. EMCCC serves as a catalyst to unite “businesses, community agencies, education and government
to make our country a great place to live and work” according to the President of EMCCC, Pamela Sawyer.
EMCCC has in excess of 700 members, with Leon Singletary, serving as Third Vice President and the
Membership Committee Chair. Singletary, Principal of First Contact HR continues to help sponsor and provide
services for EMCCC events. Singletary strongly believes that if you are not connected with your community,
you can not move forward intelligently. As a business, we rely on the people we hire, and the community
within which we operate.

The link for EMCCC is:

http://www.emccc.org/




Celebrate with
the Eastern

lontgome;
Couniy:

To commemaorate its 75th anniver-
sary, the Eastern Monigomery County
Chamber of Commerce inviles curment
and past members of the chamber fo a
special celebration on May 1st from 6-
9pm at The Huntingdon Valley Country
Club filled with networking, music, deli-
cious food, dancing, and fun. There will
also be a bock bax raffle with a grand
prize worth S2000. This event is open to
all those who would Bk 1o join in cele-
brating this special Chamber milestone.
For tickets and more information you
€3N o fo www.emege.org or contact the
EMGCE at 215-887-5122. The EMGCC
Iaoks forward to continuing to serve the

The Eastern Montgomery County
Chamber of Comumerce celebrates

he Easiern
Montgomery
County
Chamber of
Commerce s
celebruling
its ~ 75th
year  of
serving the businesses,
community  agencics,

Litations, and the
public throughom eastern Montgomery

“ounty.

Acconding 1o EMOCC Presidens Pam
Sawyer, “We'ne 5o pleased to be pan of this
exceptional commaunity and woald fike
thank the husdreds of volumeers throughout
Ihe years who have contributed 1o the [,mulh
and swccess of our chamber and region.

Through wnique programs and  events
such @ the Economic Forum, Business
Expo, Best of the Burbs,
Breakfast  with Your
County Commissioners
and monthly networking
card exchanges and busi-
ness seminars focused on
key issues, the chamber
snves o provide ils
members with opportuni-
ties 1o promote and help
grow their husinesses.

The beginmings of the

chamber date hack w0 o
carly as 1918 when a
sl group of business-
men in Jemkintown
formed the Jenkintown
Busimessmen's
Associmtion. In 1922, the
Ohd York Rood Chamber
of Commerce was created. Both of these
ongastizations united in 1933 and incorpora-
e 10 be formally known as the Jenkintown
Businessmen's Association with a total of 44
members. Since then the onganization has
grown 10 almost 00 members in 2008

AL the ime of incorporation in May uF
1933, the

cemned with supplying secds for home gar-
dens and community display plots, coondi-
nating retail promotions, guiding favorable
legislation through the borough and (own-
ships. while nunming a prandiose social pro-
eram with many events at the Ol York Road
Country Club. They also cooedinated the
ey decorations that eventually unnhnd

75 Years

During that vear the chamber held its firt
“husiness miver” o a bocal restaurant and its
Hith anowal ant festival was remamed the
Jenkimtown Library Festival of the Ans since
libeury personnel were staffing the event and
arge portion of the profit went 1o the

A.Iln two years uI negotiations and for-

g bights up and dawn th
roen the heginming of the husiness aw-
cuathon, competition ofien occurred between
the retail and non-retail membership, espe-
cially because the retail scctor roquired more
effon and expense than the business sector.
The retslers formed their own group func-
tioning uisder the chamber's “umbrella” sev-
eral times, and eventually ongsnized inde-
pendently with their own officers and paid
director. This growp eventually became the
Jenkintown Community Association when
the local mesidents were brought aboand in
the late 1990k

The development and accomplishments
of the Jenkimown — Businessmen's
Association since its incorportion fullowed

a creative and inselligent vein promoting
business. profitabiliey, forging a fint class
cubtural and  artstic  reputation  for
Renkinsown and even improving its presti-
gious commencial center image.

Under tadented eade: the JBA (stan-
ing with o 44 members) satisfied many prob-
lems like joinang with the peneral basiness
community in planning and forming the
Jenkinewn Parking Corporation in 1954,
This was financed with 548,000 in stock par-
chases. The corporation bought and operated
theee Jots accommidating some 36 nubos
fexpecting al least three mumavers in a day).
Thas aathority i still in socessfl operation
soday.

As other chambers were fomed around
Jenkintown, the JBA decided o concenimbe
its influence and suppon to its homesown. A
new name and bylaws were adopted making
it the Jenkimown Chamber of Commence in
1961, Now, mane gregarious, the new cham-
ber introduced these positive clements 10 its
membership, now topping 100 specially
rated health insurance, a scheduled business
promotion. program, 4 goll oumament {in
1963) and sponsoring the first Jenkiniown
Fall An Festival (in 1963), ul».]l benefiied

Association n1\ dr\lguﬂl Inxhkrsn a i
ol of o

the Jenk an show.

Day Nursery. Thie
— disglayed ||p.n||hmnﬁlld'hil Road —

.md lwﬂmlul. It effec-
tively represenied some
A0esquare miles of the
northern Philadelphia
suhurhs eventually 1o be
known as the Ol York
Road corridor, including
the sprawling towns of
Elkins Park,
Jenkinmtown,  Willow
Grove and  Hatboro.
Jenkimown was the cul-
teral and social bub of
this temitory, hence
attracted the leadership

ol
In the 19305 the busi-
fess group was con-

wis lly juidged. As the chamber
grew in membership and temitonial emi-
nence, the danectors voted (o add “grester” 1o
the chamber's name in July of 1968, reurm-
ing it to the arca originally covered by the
JBA.

Under the chamber's first Tull time exec-
wtive director, Terry MeManus, the chamber
wats led out of virtual bankrupicy and into the
I|L'h| ol solvency and cffective business lead-
ing supremacy in the greater Jemkiniown
area— a5 it speead s prestige and influence
1w surrounding towns like Elkins Park,
Wyncote, Abington, Roslyn, McKinley and
even Willow Grove.

The firt official chamber m\lclm

mal appl iber received fund-
ing from the Penmsylvania Department of
Commanity Affairs for o three-vear Main
Sireet Manager program with 5 150,000 bad-
peted costs in March 1986, These costs were
1o b shared by Jenkintown Boroagh and the
Greater Jenkintown Chamber. The manag-
er’s robe was o work 1oward the revitalirs-
tion and impeoved growth of the Jenkinsown
business disirict, The chamher cventually
paid much more than its share. Past
President Paul Sicherowski (1984) and
Director Stephen Silverman (president 1992-
93) spearheaded the effons. When Sieve
iwho b pow deceased) was president in
1992, the chamber hoard decided 10 take on
o name indicative of its huge increase in
effective influence and o new name was
selected ond incorporsted — the Easien
Momgomery County  Chamber  Of
Commerce.

Direcior Suzanne Nickelson, from
-\.l!mgnm Bank, joined with past President
Don Neiman in 1993 to stan the “Taste the
Best of the Burbs™ restaurant showense event
that featured somse 0 top enleries, calerers,
wineries and breweries presenting their 1op
offerings. Enlertainment and prizes were
at the event stamed at the
nid Lster moved o the Abington okl
Sears building on York Road (opposite
Adexander’s, which is now Kiichen Bar),
Hundrneds of menchants and nesidents atend-
ed this successful promation.

In 1997, the “Tusic™ event was trams-
formed into a “Best of the Burbs™ celebm-
ton of ar, basiness, charitshle communaty,
cultural, health and sporting events conclud-
ing with a business EXPO exhibit festival
Bryner Chevrolet's showroom on York Road
in Jenkintown. ls allare has attcted almost
n thousand spectalons. per year — for the
sixth time this year.

Six years ago. Julie Slavet, chamber
exccutive  vice president. and  Steve
Gireenbaum, of Manor College, initisted the
development of a Leadership Program to
provide an expenience in personal s pro-
fessional growth wsing A strengihs-based
approach b buikl the capacity of cument and
futare leaders  throughout the  castem
Montgomery County region. Classes meet

[-day moming sesssons between
“ntering its fifth year
has alrealy benefited
ver 70 students and is spomsored by 18 aren
businesses and educational centers,

With the mumerous services and pro-
grams now established including cconomic
forums, meals and meetings with povern-
ment officials, free entreprencurship coun-
seling. mumerous metworking exchanges,
Wb site and marketing |‘1pmum|m.. the
2 ©

“Commeree Comments,” wirs
1984 by MeManus and hus continued w |
acded informative copy and artfil graphics.

S ke 10 its members and the hw-
eSS COMMiLy.

Members asz n font of he ngw signage on i York oad.
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EMCCL Board
ern:m_mrfnmmawtsﬁa Waiss (Abington Me mm;cmmﬂmmnmmmmm&hmwé)&mm
[Abington Bank), Jearine Baron (Streaminers, inc.), Pam Sawyer (Comcast Spotiight), Don Neiman, Jutf Band icsenthal, LLP), Michasl
iSdns Prooenzsb Back Riow: Stuar! Tolen [Jenkaown Criropractic Fzm!r Inc.), Chits Heaven (Morgan Stankey), Steve Greanbaum (Manor
Johnson (The Montgomery County Housing Authority), Lance Kraemer (Lance R. Kraemer Associates), Robert Maher (Dyer & Maber),
Lmn SavetamFm Contact HR)

community in the years ahead.
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